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Migration to the New SharePoint 

The Big Questions 

1. What do I need to migrate? 

2. What are my options for migration? 

3. Which method is best?  

4. What are the other questions I should 
consider? 



What do I need? - Hardware 

• Minimum Hardware 

– Web, Application or Single Server 

• CPU: 64 bit, 4 cores 

• RAM: 4 GB evaluation, 8 GB production 
 

– SQL Server 

• CPU: 64 bit, 4 cores for small deployment 

• RAM: 8 GB small deployment, 16 GB medium 
deployment 

 

 
Reference: http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc262485.aspx,  July 8, 2010 
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What do I need? - Software 

• Minimum Software 
– Web, Application or Database Server 

• 64 bit Server 2008 with SP 2 

• 64 bit Server 2008 R2  
 

– Database Server 
• 64 bit SQL 2005 SP3 

• 64 bit SQL 2008 SP1 with CU2, CU5, or later 

• 64 bit SQL 2008 R2 

Reference: http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc262485.aspx,  July 8, 2010 
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Answer to Big Question #1 

• You may be looking at new server hardware to 
meet the resource requirements. 

• You may be looking at new Server licenses and 
CALs unless you have already migrated to a 
Server 2008 platform. 

• You may be looking at new SQL licenses and 
CALs (or processor licenses). 

• Plan on new SharePoint environment. 



What are my options?  

Migration options from WSSv3/MOSS2007 to SP 
Foundation/Server 

– Microsoft Supported 

• In-place 

• Database attach 

– 3rd Party Utilities 

• AvePoint, Quest, Metalogix 

– Brute Force 

• Build new and drag data across 



Regardless of the method you will have to: 

• Know more details about your 
SharePoint environment 

 

– What features have been installed? 

– What sites are broken and abandoned? 

 

– What has happened in the past? 



Update WSS v3 to SP2 April 2010 CU 



Existing SharePoint Site 



How do I know what I have? 

• PreUpgradeCheck (stsadm.exe –o) 





Read the Report 



In-Place Upgrade 

• Current environment meets 2010 requirements 

• Essentially running SharePoint setup 

• Prerequisites get installed 

• PreUpgradeCheck recommended but should be required 

• SharePoint binaries upgraded, databases upgraded 

• Some components may not upgrade 

• If Critical Error can resume with PowerShell 

 

• No Roll Back – be ready to rebuild/restore  

 

 

 



Database Attach  

• Build 2010 Farm – need a destination 

• Add features and solutions to new farm 

• Use Test-SPContentDatabase to test database 
before attaching 

• It is done database by database 

• Database attach must use either stsadm or 
PowerShell, no GUI. 

• Can run multiple, parallel sessions 



Create New Foundation Farm 



Create New Web Application 



Test-SPContentDatabase 



Monitoring the Attach Process 

• Status monitoring in  

– PowerShell or Command window progress 

 

 

 

– Central Administrator  

• Upgrade Migration – Upgrade Status 

• Progress and any errors 

• Timing information useful for planning 

 



New Site Looks OK, but ….. 



Review the Test-SPContentDatabase 



Hybrid Strategy 
• In-place & database attach 

– Make a copy of the Farm 

– Set source database to Read Only 

– Upgrade binaries with in-place upgrade 

– Test-SPContentDatabase 

– Attach content databases using stsadm or PowerShell 

 

• Single box deployment (if it meets requirements) 
– Detach all content databases 

– Run in-place upgrade for binaries 

– Attach content databases using stsadm or PowerShell 



Third Party Migration Utilities 

• Migrators provide: 
– More granular control over content and sites 

– Handle taxonomy changes during migration 

– Live GUI management console 

 

• Each vendor has its strengths 

• Why consider migration utility? 

– Complex or high availability migrations  

– High value information 



Visual Upgrade  

• Switch between 
classic and new 
master pages with 
PowerShell 



Answer to Big Question #2 

• In-place upgrade 

– Handles some components better 

– Commit environment to process 

• Database attach 

– Allows for gradual migration 

– Must add custom components 

• Hybrid Method 

• Plan and Test, Test , Test 

 

 



Which Method is Best?  

• Which method?  
– How much data do you have in SharePoint 

• GB of data & how many databases 
• How many web apps, site collections, & sites 

– How many templates and features 
– System downtime tolerance 
– Restructuring sites and lists (taxonomy) 
– Data fidelity (item dates and modified by) 

 

• It will take some planning and TESTING to 
know which method(s) you will choose. 



Answer to Big Question #3 

• Simple OOB systems that meet the 
requirements can do in-place or hybrid after 
full environment backups 

• Systems with some customizations (Fab 40, 
etc.) can do either in-place or DB attach.  Some 
custom developer time may be needed. 

• Systems with lots of customizations will use a 
hybrid method and possibly 3rd party utilities 
to manage the migration. Custom developer 
time should be considered essential. 



Questions ?? – What about Office? 

• SharePoint’s integration with Office is a 
essential relationship. 

• Some Office 2010 application features makes a 
compelling reason to migrate – SharePoint 
Designer 2010, Visio 2010 …. 

• Some SharePoint features are only available 
with Office 2010 applications 



Office 2007 vs. Office 2010 - Word 

Reference: http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/  
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Office 2007 vs. Office 2010 - PowerPoint 

Reference: http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/  
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Office 2007 vs. Office 2010 - Excel 

Reference: http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/  
 

http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/
http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/
http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/
http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/
http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/
http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/
http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/
http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/
http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/
http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/
http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/
http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/


Office 2007 vs. Office 2010 - Visio 

Reference: http://blogs.credera.com/2010/03/22/office-2010-integration-with-sharepoint-2010/  
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Questions ?? What about the UI? 

• You can choose SP Classic or SP 2010 



Questions??    More or Less Support 

• Configuration  

– Foundation: pretty much the same 

– Server 2010: Service Applications require more 
time to architect and deploy 

 

• Administration 

– Foundation: CA better console, ribbon takes 
adjustment, more use of metadata & workflow 

– Server 2010: maximizing returns for Search, BI, 
and social networking will take resources 



Answer to Big Question #4 

• Know what SharePoint features are justifying 
the decision to migrate – must match the 
client side. 

• If you have not migrated to Office 2007 yet – 
consider the whether to use the classic UI 

• SharePoint 2010 – Foundation & Server really 
open up the ability to manage information 
more effectively.  That is an on-going 
investment. 



Why Migrate   ??? 

• WSSv3 to SharePoint Foundation 
– Managed Metadata 

– SharePoint Designer 2010 

 

• MOSS 2007 to SharePoint Server 2010 
– Office service apps – Excel, PowerPoint, 

Visio 

– Improvement in BI – management 
reporting 



Useful or Informative References 

• TechNet Foundation Migration 
– http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc303309.aspx 

• TechNet Server Migration 
– http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc303420.aspx 

• To the SharePoint 
– http://blogs.technet.com/b/tothesharepoint/ 

• SharePoint Sites 
– http://www.sharepointjoel.com/default.aspx 

– http://sharepointgeorge.com/ 

– And many more 

• Office Backstage (for you Office 2010 users) 
– http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-

backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx 

 

http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc303309.aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc303309.aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc303309.aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc303309.aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc303420.aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc303420.aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc303420.aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc303420.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/b/tothesharepoint/
http://www.sharepointjoel.com/default.aspx
http://www.sharepointjoel.com/default.aspx
http://sharepointgeorge.com/
http://sharepointgeorge.com/
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office2010/archive/2009/07/15/microsoft-office-backstage-part-1-backstory.aspx




w w w. L B M C Te c h . c o m  

l b m c t e c h i n fo @ l b m c . c o m   

Thank You… 


